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MAIN POINT

God blesses us not merely for our own sake, but also that He might be glorified through our being a
blessing to the nations.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What kinds of things do people in our area truly live for?

As Christians, what is our purpose? What should we live for?

How do missions relate to that purpose? Is it possible to live out God’s purpose for us without engaging in
missions? Why or why not?

Many people have called Psalm 67 a “missionary Psalm” because it deals so heavily with God’s plan for the nations. The
psalmist is clearly reflecting on God’s promises to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 in which God promises “to bless all the
families of the earth” through Abraham and his descendents. In this Psalm we see not only God’s purpose for the
nations, but also His purpose for us and how He intends for us to worship Him by being a blessing to the nations.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 12:1-3.

What are the promises that God makes to Abraham?

Which of these promises have been fulfilled? Which have not?

There has been much debate about the depth to which these promises have been fulfilled, but at least one promise is
clearly awaiting future fulfillment—the promise in verse 3 that “all the families of the earth” will be blessed through
Abraham and his descendents. Jesus identifies this promise, in Matthew 24:14, as awaiting future fulfillment through the
spread of the gospel: “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole inhabited earth as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.””

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PSALM 67:1-2.
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What do you normally think of when you ask God to “bless” you or someone else? What do you think the
psalmist has in mind in verse 1?

When we talk of God blessing us or others, we usually mean that we want God to help us succeed at something or to
enable us to make more money or give us the thing that we most desire. While none of those things are necessarily
excluded by verse 1, they are not primarily what the psalmist has in mind. More desirable than any of these things is the
favor of God—for God to smile on us and accept us. This is the language of personal relationship. The greatest blessing
God can give us is Himself. Jesus suffered once for our sins so that He “might bring us to God” (1 Pet 3:18). The psalmist
longs, above all else, to know God personally and we should too.

What does verse 2 indicate naturally results from being blessed by God?

When we experience God’s favor—when God invites us into a true relationship with Him through Christ, the nations will
be blessed by our testimony. The nations will know something about what God is like and how He delivers His people.
For the psalmist, it is impossible to imagine experiencing God’s grace and then being selfish with it. God does not save
us merely so that we might experience His favor, He saves us so that we might be a blessing to all nations by spreading
the gospel.

How might the gospel of Jesus Christ show the nations what God is like?

Do these verses say anything about God’s intention for our involvement in missions?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PSALM 67:3-5.

What about God does the psalmist envision the nations celebrating (v. 4)?

How does the gospel of Jesus Christ demonstrate God’s justice (Rom. 3:23-26)?

It would be a mistake to think of the gospel as a message about how God overlooks sin. God cannot overlook our sin,
doing so would contradict his perfect justice. In the gospel, God offers to execute justice on Christ instead of on us. This
is how God can be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Christ (see Rom. 3:26). Thus the gospel is a
simultaneously a profound demonstration of God’s justice and grace. Sin is punished but God Himself takes the
punishment by coming to earth as a man and dying on the cross for our sins.

Why should God executing justice cause us to rejoice? Why is such rejoicing only possible for the person who
has faith in Jesus?

We should rejoice in God exercising justice because that means God is going to heal our broken world—He is going to
make everything that is wrong in the world right again. But only those who have trusted Jesus can rejoice in God
executing justice because those who have not trusted Christ will face God’s wrath.

HAVE ONE VOLUNTEER READ PSALM 67:6-7.

How might knowing that God has blessed us with a relationship with Him through Christ change the way we
think about material blessings?

How does God intend to bless all nations through us?
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APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How is God more glorified by the gospel going to all nations than He would be if it didn’t?

Are all Christians called to engage in missions? How can we participate in missions without going on the field
full time?

How does knowing that God has a plan for all nations change the way you think about other people groups?

PRAY

Pray that your group would recognize and live out God’s plan for the nations. Thank God for being
just and executing His justice on Jesus so that we might be saved. Ask God to help us participate in
His plan for the nations by giving, praying, and perhaps even going to nations.

COMMENTARY

PSALM 67

67:1-2 God’s acts on behalf of His people have the greater purpose of bringing others into fellowship with Him (see note
at 30:9).

67:3-5 The praise of the nations accomplishes the goal of bringing the whole world into the recognition of Yahweh’s
sovereignty (see “fear” in v. 7; see note at 22:27-31).

67:6 Harvest indicates the exact blessing that is the main point of this psalm. The blessing of one’s crops was an
outworking of God’s covenant with His people as long as they were obedient to Him (Deut. 28:4).

GENESIS 12:1-3

12:1-3 The Lord spoke to Abram while he was still in Mesopotamia (see Gen. 11:31). God gave Abram a one-verb
command with four aspects to it. Abram was to go out from (1) his land, (2) his relatives, and (3) his father’s house, (4) to
a land chosen by God. Obedience to God often means leaving one thing in order to receive something else even better.
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